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THE COGNITIVE CONTEXT OF NEW NORMALITY 

The relevance of the topic is associated with the dialectics of the complexity 
of the development of civilization, threats to sustainable development. “New 
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normality” is used as a standard for describing the complexity, multifactorial 
nature, instability of global socio-technical reality and contributes to adaptation 
to a special state of the environment, which cannot be unambiguously defined 
as order (space) or chaos. Each type of society — agrarian, industrial, post-
industrial - is the answer to demographic challenges. The dialectic of the com-
plexity of current planetary development is characterized by the pluralization of 
socio-technical beings, the acceleration of political processes, and economic 
instability. The topic is due to the need to take into account long technological 
cycles in the economy based on innovation and technological evolution. Long 
cycles of the Russian economist N.D. Kondratiev, in the last century, caused a 
resonance in Western economic thought and K waves became part of strategic 
planning. Since then, several cycles have been proposed, the boundaries of 
which have become innovations — the steam engine, electricity, automotive, 
ICT, NBIC. These innovations can be combined and enlarged into energy cy-
cles — wood, coal, oil, against the background of which other cycles fluctuate. 
The scientific novelty of the chapter lies in the application of the Malthusian 
trap to the post-industrial economy. The chapter suggests that the state is 
obliged to look beyond the energy cycles and think about the long-term post-
carbon economic development of the coldest and longest country in the world. 
Key words: Janus-like, hybridity, chaosmos, puzzle, VUCA, metastability, real-

ity construction, communicative rationality, complementarity. 
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Ksenia M. TABARINTSEVA-ROMANOVA 
NEW NORMALITY AND CULTURAL DIPLOMACY 

A “SUSTAINABLE” TURN 

The “new normality” caused by the pandemic has provoked forced changes 
in all spheres of human activity. The cultural sector is no exception. After a 
brief theoretical introduction that reveals the essence of the “cultural diploma-
cy” concept, the chapter considers the major “metamorphoses” of the phenom-
enon. Based on the analysis of UNESCO and EU documents on the pandemic 
impact on culture, the main conclusion draws on the inclusion of the following 
thematic fields in the concept-sphere of “culture”: science, sports, youth; as 
well as consolidation of such values as human rights, UN SDGs, ecology — as 
instruments of “soft power”. 
Key words: cultural diplomacy, cultural policy, diplomacy, soft power, 

SDGs, European Union, UNESCO. 
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Natalia V. KUZINA 
POVERTY AS THE NORM  

HISTORICAL-POLITICAL ANALYSIS 

The chapter examines the problem of poverty as the norm in the context of 
the new normality and modern international relations. In connection with this 
problem, it analyzes the concept of new normality, the role of poverty in it, and 
the types and causes of poverty. Here is also a brief outline of the phenomenon 
of poverty in the societal history, which examines two periods. In the first his-
torical period, until the middle of the XX century, the technical and technologi-
cal cause of poverty dominated — the low level of development of productive 
forces and labor productivity, which could not meet the needs of the entire 
population. Therefore, only during this historical period absolute poverty can 
be considered the historical norm. In the second period after the middle of the 
XX century, the world community has developed objective conditions for the 
elimination of poverty: technical and technological (STD) and socio-economic 
(transnational capitalism, globalization, and institutions of international assis-
tance to developing countries), which no longer allow us to consider poverty as 
the norm. Therefore, during the second historical period the political causes of 
poverty dominate. The “new normality” makes the principle of peace and co-
operation in international relations even more important. 
Key words: poverty, new normality, pandemic, international relations, globali-

zation, history. 
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Oxana S. KARNAUKHOVA 
OIL SHOCK, OIL BLACKMAIL AND “NEW NORMALITY” 

THE FIRST WORLD ENERGY CRISIS  
IN THE CONTEXT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

In October 2013, the world celebrated an anniversary date - the first global 
oil crisis that marked a turning point in the political economy of the late 20th 
century. Along with the collapse of the Bretton Woods system, it triggered a 
crisis in US global leadership and the emergence of new regional and global 
players. Oil is turning into an instrument of pressure on political issues, and this 
is becoming the norm. Moreover, the jump in oil prices triggered a simultane-
ous recession and inflation (“stagflation”), thus ending the post-war sustained 
growth of the global economy. The long boom of post-war capitalism gave way 
to a “long recession,” followed by repeated bubble and bust cycles that contin-
ue to this day. The chapter is a retrospective analysis of the transformations in 
the field of world “oil politics” in 1973–1979, which makes it possible to rec-
ord the emergence of one of the key elements of the “new normal” in modern 
international relations. 
Key words: oil shock, the first energy crisis, oil blackmail, world leadership, 

OPEC, USA. 
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Radmila S. AYRIYAN 
PREVENTIVENESS AND SITUATIVITY  

AS A “NEW NORMALITY”  
IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

The chapter considers two trends in modern international relations - the right 
of countries to start preventive wars and the creation of situational alliances 
through the prism of their formation as a “new normality”. It proves intercon-
nectedness of the phenomena and origination of the preventive war concept 
from by George W. Bush; that led to even greater destabilization of world pro-
cesses, pushed countries towards situational alliance (situational cooperation) 
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in order to defend their own national interests. The concept of the US preven-
tive war and the issues of situational cooperation are mainly considered from 
the structural realism (neorealism) framework. Taking into account that in 
modern historiography situational alliance is not considered as an independent 
problem, but as the only one of the plots in bilateral relations, an attempt is 
made to analyze the essence of situational alliance, to highlight the strengths 
and weaknesses of this model of interaction between states. The author postu-
lates that in the modern world with an increase in the number of regional con-
flicts, the model of situational alliance is more justifiable and effective, rather 
than the bloc model. The chapter identifies three groups of problems around the 
formation of situational alliances — the problem of energy security and diversi-
fication of energy supplies, the fight against international terrorism, the issue of 
removing unwanted rulers from power. The development of situational cooper-
ation between Russia and Turkey at the present stage is analyzed as a separate 
case. The author concludes that implementing the strategy of prevention and 
situational cooperation leads to instability and ungovernability of the system of 
international relations. The transformation of these strategies into a “new nor-
mality” does not in any way contribute to the formation and development of 
new confidential relations between states. 
Keywords: new normality, preventive war, situational cooperation, situational 

alliance, USA, Russia, Turkey. 
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Alexey V. MIKHALEV 
ON THE WAY TO TRANSASIAN POLITICS  

INSTITUTIONS AND NETWORKS 
IN THE CONDITIONS OF IDEOLOGICAL ASYMMETRY 

Transasian politics is a form of Asian regionalism based on liberal ideology. 
During the 2019–2020 pandemic, these ideological attitudes collided with an-
other growing regional trend of communitarianism. The transasian liberalism, 
despite its large-scale potential, relying on support from Europe and the United 
States, was unable to provide an adequate response to the challenge of the pan-
demic. The rhetoric of human rights and free speech has prevented effective 
mobilization of society to fight the pandemic. Moreover, the Asian countries 
based on communitarian and values of etatism have suffered less in sense of 
human and economic losses. At the same time, in Asia, the networks of 
transasian organizations are increasingly expanding, which take political prob-
lems outside the boundaries of nation-states. They cover, mostly, the “third 
sector”, which strives to shift the emphasis in its activities to the regional level 
on the way of serious reputational losses. 
Key words: Asia, networks, transnationalism, liberalism, communitarianism, 

crisis, pandemic, regionalism. 
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Inna Ju. SAVENKOVA 

THE BRITISH EMPIRE  
IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY  

NEW ECONOMIC PRACTICE AND THE ABOLITION  
OF THE NAVIGATION ACT 

During the first half of XIX cr the British Empire was experiencing the 
modernization called into existence unleashed the Industrial Revolution. The 
last one contributed to turn into free trade, spilt out of the colonial market and 
afforded the country access to world economic relations. As a result the way to 
the subsequent globalization of British foreign trade was open. The chapter 
deals with new for Britain at the time normality: the transformation of the “old 
colonial system” and its legislative background. The example is the abolition of 
the navigation Act — the law thought to be as not corresponding to the Brit-
ain's new situation in world's industrial, trading and financial system. There 
was the “Manchester party” who consistently opposed to the Navigation Act. 
That party was group of free trade's supporters closely related to export indus-
tries and strove to elimination of restrictions weren’t British merchants and 
manufacturers to be allowed to appear in the world scene. 
Key words: The British Empire, Navigation Act, globalization, free trade, the 

“Manchester party”, “the old colonial system”. 
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Grigoriy G. TSIDENKOV, Anastasiya Ju. FEDOTOVA 
BETWEEN CONFRONTATION AND RECOGNITION  

THE IMPACT OF CONFLICTS WITH FOREIGN MISSIONS TO FIGHT 
THE FAMINE OF 1921–1923 ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 

BETWEEN SOVIET RUSSIA AND THE WEST 

The period of 1917–1922s in Soviet Russia was a time of foreign interven-
tion and diplomatic isolation. A way out of the political and economic blockade 
will become apparent only after the Genoa Conference. However, already from 
1920, and especially from 1921, contacts with Western countries began to de-
velop. The participation of foreign missions in the fight against the famine of 
1921–1923 is becoming a diplomatic field for building relations between Sovi-
et Russia and the rest of the world. Most often, foreign aid organizations were 
non-governmental, such as, for example, various representations of the Red 
Cross organizations which were part of the Nansen Committee. Some organiza-
tions were in confrontation with the official governments of foreign states, be-
ing communist workers' organizations (“Workers International Relief” and the 
American society “Friends of Soviet Russia”). One of the largest famine relief 
organizations, which worked most successfully on the territory of Soviet Rus-
sia, the American Relief Administration (ARA), was non-state only formally. 
Besides, missions of various religious and sectarian organizations were active 
in the Russian and Ukrainian provinces: Zionists, Quakers, Mennonites, Bap-
tists, Dukhobors, and others. The relations between the Soviet government and 
the local authorities, on the one hand, and the leaders of foreign missions were 
built in different ways. The Soviet authorities badly lacked qualified staff and 
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experience in working with foreign organizations, and the foreign missions, in 
turn, did not always have a good idea about the situation and the specifics of 
work on the ground. Of course, it could not do without various incidents and 
excesses. Most of the conflicts happened from mutual misunderstandings. 
However, some incidents took place through the direct fault of both Soviet em-
ployees and the foreign organizations. The reasons in such cases could lie both 
in the political sphere (mutual distrust, foreign policy complications) and in the 
subjective plane (demeanor of employees, nervous breakdowns, and, often, 
banal drunkenness). Cases of deliberate confrontation were rare but had more 
serious and unpleasant consequences, which were settled only at the highest 
echelons of power. All these incidents had not only negative but also positive 
consequences — through their resolution the optimal interaction of the Soviet 
authorities with foreign organizations was built. The experience gained in co-
operation with foreign organizations significantly improved the qualifications 
of Soviet employees and the efficiency of the work of Soviet institutions. The 
business style of work, mastered in cooperation with foreign organizations, 
significantly reduced bureaucracy and red tape in the Soviet government. The 
chapter lists the most typical incidents with the representatives of various for-
eign organizations of famine aid in the Volga region and Ukraine, analyzes 
their causes and consequences, as well mechanisms for resolving various kinds 
of incidents by the Soviet authorities and foreign missions. 
Key words: famine 1921–1923, international relations, international incidents, 

famine relief, ARA, Fridtjof Nansen, foreign famine relief missions. 
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Vitaliy G. TSYPLIN 
ISLAMIC GAS PIPELINE AND 

ESCALATION OF COMBAT ACTIVITIES IN SYRIA 

On the one hand, the Syrian crisis reflects the general picture of the painful 
state of the Middle East region, caused by the influence of both extra-regional 
actors and the foreign policy activities of the countries of the region. On the 
other hand, the events under study represent a special case when the generally 
recognized norms of international law are chaotically transformed, and there is 
no mechanism for resolving crises in the Middle East. According to most re-
searchers, the Syrian conflict is a natural result of the development of world 
energy policy in the 21st century. At the same time, the energy factor is often 
ignored by experts and the media. The chapter analyzes the gas ambitions of 
several countries to transport gas to Europe. This makes it possible to realize 
the scale of the stake on Syria on the part of the numerous actors in the Middle 
East policy, which have military contingents and military bases in the region 
close to each other. The study makes it possible to determine the significance of 
Syria for Russian energy interests. 
Key words: Islamic Highway, hydrocarbon transit, the Syrian conflict, South 

Pars, energy policy. 
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Dmitry A. BELASHCHENKO, Vitalii V. TOLKACHEV,  
& Anton P. SHMELEV 

THE EUROPEAN UNION IN THE “NEW NORMALITY” 

The emergence of “New Normality” is associated with the global economic 
crisis of 2008. This definition was used in the communique of the G-20 leaders 
at the Pittsburgh summit in September 2009. Initially, the term was used main-
ly to analyze the socio-economic consequences of the global recession, and 
then began to be applied to the analysis of the situation in the social and politi-
cal spheres. The concept of “New normality” includes at the present stage the 
definition of a new state of the economy, society, international relations after 
certain radical changes associated with the implementation of new instruments, 
principles, international legal norms, which are no longer just a reaction of the 
respective countries or a group of states to return to the “pre-crisis level”, 
namely with a new reality, new standards, new conditions for the behavior of 
participants and the development of their relationships. The chapter is devoted 
to the analysis of the functioning of the European Union, which has faced the 
main challenges of modernity, taking into account their mutual influence and 
causation: the economic crisis, migration pressure, pandemic, as well as the 
conflict situations in Europe that caused a revision of relations with Russia. 
Key words: European Union, global economic crisis, Brexit, Ukrainian crisis, 

Arab spring, pandemic, Covid-19, migration, “New Normality”. 
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Alexander A. SOROKIN 
«THE RUSSIAN PROBLEM»  

IN THE REPUBLIC OF ESTONIA AT THE PRESENT STAGE 

The study addresses the current situation of the Russian population in the 
Republic of Estonia. The chapter shows the formation of a «new normality» in 
the policy of the Estonian authorities towards the Russian population after the 
war in Georgia in 2008 and the annexation of the Republic of Crimea to the 
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Russian Federation in 2014. The chapter deals with the peculiarities of the legal 
status of the Russian population in the Republic of Estonia (including the prob-
lem of obtaining citizenship). It shows the change in the dynamics of the Rus-
sian population in the republic after its separation from the USSR. The study 
highlights the images of Russia in the Estonian socio-political discourse, as 
well as the reasons for the formation of the image as the main foreign policy 
threat to the Baltic States. It demonstrates the evolution of the Estonian policy 
regarding the Soviet heritage in the republic, the official historical policy con-
cerning the victory of the USSR in the Great Patriotic War and the accession of 
Estonia to the USSR during the Second World War, the formation of socio-
political organizations of the Russian population of Estonia, and main results of 
their activities on the territory of the republic. The chapter analyzes the activi-
ties of Russian public organizations in Estonia. The author concludes that at the 
present stage, the official political course in the Republic of Estonia, which is 
under formation, aims to continue de-Sovietization and legal discrimination of 
the Russian population, to form foreign policy rhetoric as related to the accusa-
tion of the Russian Federation of threatening to the Baltic region. 
Key words: Russian diaspora, Baltic States, Estonia, historical politics, sanc-

tions, Russian-Estonian relations, elections in Estonia. 
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Oleg N. GUROV 
CURRENT SITUATION AND PROSPECTIVE TOOLS 

FOR EFFECTIVE INTERACTION 
WITH RUSSIAN COMPATRIOTS LIVING ABROAD 

According to the UN, the number of migrants in the world was 243 million 
people, or 3.4% of the total population in 2015. Members of national diasporas 
are responsible for diversification and enrichment of local cultures, thereby 
contributing to formation of intellectual potential of leading states. The number 
of the Russian-speaking population outside Russia, which associates itself with 
Russian compatriots, is between 25 and 50 million people, according to various 
estimates. At the same time, the existing official Russian policy towards com-
patriots does not fully correspond to modern challenges. Support and progress 
in interaction with compatriots requires a revision of the existing system, an in-
depth analysis of the effectiveness of ongoing activities and a reboot of the 
entire model. The focus of the government action aimes at protecting the rights 
and legitimate interests of compatriots, at promoting their legal integration into 
the public life of the host countries, at using their potential as a tool to unite 
efforts of all countries in the fight against global problems of the day.  
Key words: migrations, transnationalism, identity, Russian immigration, Rus-

sian foreign policy, Russian compatriots, Russian expatriates, Russian 
world, meta-parasite. 
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Andrey V. GAVRIKOV 
STRATEGIES OF INTEGRATION  

WITH RUSSIAN FEDERATION IN THE DOCTRINES 
OF POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS 

THE HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL ASPECTS 

The ideology of Marxism-Leninism that prevailed during the 1970s has un-
dergone a crisis of confidence due to both internal (the activation of national 
movements, the devaluation of communist ideas, the split in the party-state 
leadership, the struggle for power between the central and national-regional 
political elites) and external reasons (the economic crisis, the open reorientation 
of a significant part of the post-Soviet political elite and the population to new 
values and market relations). In the Belarusian society, this issue is viewed in 
an uneven political interpretation: from close integration (up to joining Russia 
as a subject of the federation) to the severing of any diplomatic relations and 
joining the EU and NATO. It should be emphasised that the problem of inte-
gration and related issues primarily address the historical retrospective and po-
litical discourse of the country, and an important role is attached to political 
parties as to the most influential political actors. 
Key words: political party, integration, disintegration, political struggle, Euro-

pean integration, Belarusian-Russian relations. 
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Natalia V. KUZINA 
COMPARISON OF THE RUSSIAN AND FOREIGN 
PHARMACEUTICAL MARKET UNDER COVID-19 

CONDITIONS IN THE ASPECT OF SCIENTIFIC AND 
TECHNOLOGICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SECURITY 

HAZARDS AND PRACTICE 

The analysis of the similarities and differences in the strategies and tactics of 
the response of the pharmaceutical industry of the countries of the world in the 
situation of a pandemic is carried out. Highlighted areas of work in which the 
adoption of effective practices for overcoming the COVID-19 crisis. The re-
lease of low-price generics with the help of regional factories was quickly es-
tablished in the Russian Federation. To ensure the production of innovative 
drugs for the treatment of COVID-19 in the Russian Federation, the immediate 
legislative decisions allow the reproduction of drugs by domestic manufactur-
ers until the expiration of patents of foreign rightsholders. The scientific poten-
tial of several of the largest scientific centers of the Russian Federation in an 
extremely short time allowed the development and testing of the Russian Fed-
eration and China to start vaccination before the completion of the third phase 
of vaccine trials. This helped to reduce significantly the incidence during the 
second wave of the coronavirus pandemic at the end of January 2021. Collabo-
ration between the pharmaceutical sector and medical institutions was wide-
spread abroad. Joint action reduced the potential burden on the public health 
system. The development of new drugs and vaccines abroad evolved the funds 
from the pharmaceutical business, which accelerated significantly the devel-
opment of new drugs. The algorithm of interaction between the medical and 
pharmaceutical communities, government and business financing of develop-
ments, additional round-the-clock provision of advice from the pharmaceutical 
community can be borrowed and then used in domestic practice. 
Key words: pharmaceutical market, vaccines, COVID-19, pharmaceutical pro-

duction, competition, import-substitution, international cooperation. 
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